[image: image1.jpg]



U.S. History

Mr. Soto
Introduction

Welcome to U.S. History!  This class is geared towards preparing you with the necessary knowledge to pass the U.S. History STAAR at the end of the year.  For that purpose, we will cover different historical periods in U.S. history beginning with the American Revolution all the way to some of the most recent developments in the country.  The goal is to understand how people and events in the past have led to making America what it is today. 
Materials
Spiral notebook for notes, appropriate writing instruments (pencil, black ink pen, or blue ink pen), and paper.  Note:  A jacket/sweater is recommended – My room can get cold.
Each student shall:

· Be prepared for class when the bell rings.  This means have the materials needed for class, stop talking, and be ready to begin the day’s work.  Most days, there will be a warm-up on the projector, which you will complete in your class spiral.  

· Respect each class member’s right to learn and the teacher’s right to teach.

· Respect other people’s property.  (Keep hands to self, don’t copy, don’t cheat, don’t steal, and don’t play with objects in class).

· Make an honest attempt to cooperate and participate in all activities.  

· Follow any given instructions when they are given.

· Never use offensive or objectionable language.

In summary:  Use common sense in class.  Show respect for everyone.  

Discipline
When you choose not to follow these rules, talk excessively at inappropriate times, or choose not to put forth a positive effort in class, one or more of the following will happen:

· Up to two warnings.  (Warnings may be verbal, non-verbal, or written.)  

· Phone call home.

· Conference with parents/guardians, counselors, and/or administration.
Grade Distribution

1. Assignments:  Assigned work is to be submitted into the turn-in bin at the front of the classroom within the first 1-2 minutes of class.  Any submissions after that are considered late and will be deducted points.  You will lose 15 points per late day for up to two days.  Any assignments turned in three days after the due date will receive no higher than a 50.  Consistently not turning in assignments on time or at all is the easiest way to find yourself failing the class.
2. Quizzes:  You will have at least one quiz during each unit cycle.  These will always be open-note so they should be rather easy…  If you take quality notes.  No electronics – phones or laptops – will be allowed during quizzes.  It is recommended you take your notes on good old fashioned paper.
3. Tests:  A study guide, practice quiz and other materials will be posted on the class’s Schoology page a few days before to help you prepare.  Test reviews are also held before school the day of tests.  Use these to your advantage!!!  
Tutorials

Need extra help with the material or need to make up an assignment/test?  Come in after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:00pm.  If you cannot make either of these times, talk to me so we can discuss alternative options.  I am here to make sure you are successful;  I don’t mind sticking around to help you if you need it.
Failed a test?  We can fix that.
If you score less than a 75 on a test, you will have the opportunity to improve your score through retakes.  You will need to come in for two separate sessions:  One to look over what you got wrong and another to take the test again.  However, know that the highest score you can make through this is a 75.  This must be completed within a week after the original exam date.  
Other Classroom Rules and Expectations

· You are responsible for obtaining missed assignments during absences.  Students who are absent from class will have the number of days absent to make up missed work.  Arrangements can be made if more time is needed.

· Students that are caught cheating will be given a zero for the assignment and may be disciplined further.  (FYI:  Any communication or use of technology during a quiz or test is considered cheating.  That’s kind of a duh…)
· Unauthorized use of phones or laptops in class will be addressed through confiscation.  Don’t use them when you’re not supposed to.
· This is a big one…  When the bell rings, remain in your seat until dismissed by the teacher.
Endnote

Life does not reward people for performing minimal requirements.  Life rewards one who goes beyond what is expected and this class is no different.  I’m not asking you to be a perfect student; just try your best in this class and you will succeed.  
Email: Joshua.Soto@fortbendisd.com
